With great pleasure, I welcome you to the inaugural issue of the International Archives of Translational Medicine.
The rapid progress in basic medical research is constantly reframing the paradigm how we prevent, diagnose and treat human diseases. Scientists from various disciplines around the world have performed outstanding works in developing and establishing innovative methods and technologies for screening different diseases, such as cancer and atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease, as well as early diagnosis and effective treatment of such life-threatening illnesses. The tremendous effort by basic scientists have covered wide spectrum of research fields, from genetics to molecular diagnostics, nanotechnology to targeted tracers/therapeutics, bio-engineering to bio-informatics, and minimally-invasive instruments to diagnostic/ therapeutic equipment. However, clinical applications of these medical advances have been limited. This limit could at least partially be attributed to a gap existed between basic science and clinical medicine, where the basic scientists have no direct access to patient care while clinicians are occupied by daily clinical responsibilities and lack the time and convenient channel to learn new discoveries in basic medical science. In order to bring the two parties together, a "bridge" needs to be built between basic science and clinical practice, so called "translational medicine" that has been endorsed by the US National Institute of Health [1] .
The aim of opening this journal, International Archives of Translational Medicine, is to facilitate such medical translation from laboratory bench to preclinical animal studies, and ultimately to clinical practice, i.e., building the bridge. We hope that this journal will provoke common interests, brainstorm new ideas, encourage collaborations among professionals in both basic science and clinical medicine, and bring innovative medical concepts and technologies one step closer to patience care.
